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NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

AMIRA OSMAN

Dear SAIA Member 

Welcome and hello again. 

It is so great to introduce to you the third edition of our newsletter under my term of office. 
We again have a variety of people and initiatives that we would like to present to you, and I 
hope that this newsletter will keep you informed and involved in all the goings on at SAIA. As 
our main stakeholders, I hope that you will participate by reaching out to us as our partners, 
alerting us to our shortcomings, where we need to fix ourselves, and where we are getting it 
wrong or right. We will be happy to engage with you. Should you have ideas about artists, 
practices, and initiatives we could profile in our upcoming issues, let us know.  

I would like to inform you about an initiative driven by the SAIA Board which is a national 
conversation on achieving a viable financial plan and vision for the national and regional 
offices. We aim to streamline our work, creating stronger partnerships between the national 
office and the regions, distributing tasks, coordinating our fundraising and sponsorship 
efforts, and speaking and operating with one voice rather than in a fragmented manner. In this 
vision, we need to consider maintaining the identity of the regions while still presenting a 
unified SAIA. We currently have two propositions on the table: “Centralised” versus 
“Decentralised” models. I propose a “Hybrid” – an alternative model based on some 
functions being centralised while others are decentralised. This is an invitation to join the 
conversation!   

In this edition we have some interesting features. The Archiving of Design and Architecture 
(ADA) is a great initiative by a group of young people that I think deserve our attention; their 
work has been promoted through the Pretoria Institute for Architecture (PIA, a region of 
SAIA) and other channels, and we decided that it needed broader exposure. They also run a 
lecture series called In Plain Sight. Perhaps their biggest achievement so far is a documentary 
movie on Architect, Aziz Tayob. We highlight the image that we are featuring as our hero 
image in this newsletter by Dr. Emmanuel Nkambule who leads the ADA crew and is an 
integral part of it. 

The student portal by the Cape Institute for Architecture (CifA, a region of SAIA) is an 
incredibly good resource and something that we would like to have your reflections on and to 
advise us on how we can disseminate this further and broaden participation in this initiative 
and others like it. 

From the office of the Interim Executive Officer (IOE), Jacquie Cullis – SAIA Office News,  we 
bring you information about the developments of the ongoing Corobrik SAIA Awards of Merit 
and for Excellence, the Architecture South Africa (ArchSA) Journal which we are trying to bring 
back to life, as well as our important media partnership with the Sunday Times which has very 
wide reach; we have an advertorial on SAIA as well as a thought piece on housing as 
infrastructure. Please do collect the physical copy of the newsletter on Sunday, 5 December 
2022 – engage with us – the link to the digital copy is available below. We also bring to your 
attention some issues around stakeholder relations, as well as the announcement of the 18th 
International Exhibition in Venice.  

We continue to introduce our amazing SAIA staff members. The SAIA office is running 
smoothly and very efficiently. They are working with very limited resources yet, even in our 
absence, making sure that the office is functioning well. They deserve to be applauded. In this 
issue, we present you with the amazing Penelope (Penny) Sebe who runs multiple portfolios 
in the office and does that with great efficiency, professionalism, and grace. I truly believe that 
you need to get to know her and hope that you see the very critical and important role that 
she plays in the organisation – this is just a snapshot of who she is and what she does. 

Remember to save the date for Thursday, 02 February 2023. This will be a hybrid event for my 
inauguration but very much using it as an opportunity to promote our spatial transformation 
agenda and to promote the importance of architects and the architectural profession in the 
role that they play in the built environment of South Africa, beyond making beautiful 
individual buildings or commercial buildings, but to really be thought leaders towards the 
transformation of thinking and practice. We have a beautiful image that we used as a 
save-the-date invite in our last edition designed by our graphic designer, Kagiso Morake from 
Kagiso Studio. He has now developed the image further putting those streets and those 
building edges in the context of a city in the background. And while we were working on this, 
we became aware of one of my students at the Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) who 
has just completed his design exams and has a very beautiful video that aligns very much with 
some of the ideas that I would like to promote. Find the link to Zivai Mamutse’s beautiful 
video; please view it, as well as read his bio and see what our young students are doing. 

Finally, I would like to wish you a great festive season. May it be a blessed time for you and 
your families. May it be a time of recovery, a time of healing, and a safe time for all of us here 
in South Africa. 

Amira
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The archive is very powerful tool. At its heart it tells the story of a people and in our case it 
tells the story of a school. The purpose of this archive is not to leave the content of this archive 
to gather dust but through the development of a diverse range of reflexive programmes, we 
aim to write how we as a school are transforming architectural education.

To organize the various aspects of the archive at TUT’s Department of Arch+iD, the 
programme is represented as a spatial environment. This means of representation allows for 
the description of the archival content, relative hierarchies and production spaces, as well as 
the positioning of staff and students, in a single image. It also communicates an intuitive 
understanding of some of the archive’s intentions, which include developing alternative 
means of describing archival material and the broadening of school’s ability to translate 
between creating, storing and publishing content.  

The overall intention of this archive programme is to produce a space that can better navigate 
the complex, ambiguous and dynamic social, material and political environments in which the 
school is immersed. To do so, the programme facilitates the development of skills and 
literacies in writing, film making, dialectics, rhetoric and close reading.

In addition to these basic skills, the programme aims to connect various networks and sources 
outside the academy in order to produce locally impactful, creative research.

In Plain Sight is the theme of the Tshwane University of Technology’s (TUT) department of 
architecture and industrial design’s Archive of Design and Architecture’s (ada) public lecture 
series. The series grapples with the scant history of black architects documented in the 
industry. History has taught humanity that it is by enabling diversity, inclusivity, and 
cross-disciplinary approaches that a sustainable and thriving creative culture and economy 
may be established. This holds true in both architecture schools and in practices. 

Emmanuel Nkambule is a senior lecturer in 
the Department of Architecture and 

Industrial Design at the Tshwane University 
of Technology. Nkambule completed his 
Master of Architecture (Professional) with 

distinction in 2008 and holds a doctorate in 
Architecture from the University of Pretoria, 

which he obtained in 2016. 

Katlego T. Lebethe is a practicing Architect, 
Public Speaker, and educator. Her 

qualifications in the Built Environment 
include a National Diploma in Interior 

Design (2003) from Technikon 
Witwatersrand, now amalgamated into the 

University of Johannesburg, a B-Tech 
Professional in Architecture (2012) and a 

M-Tech Professional in Architecture (2021) 
from the Tshwane University of Technology. 

Read More | TUT ada. Proposal 

Link to Full Bio Link to Full Bio

Read More About In Plain Sight

Penelope Sebe is the Executive of the Transformation Portfolio, and in addition, she has taken 
on the Marketing portfolio in the last few years. She has overseen the popular SAIA ‘many 
voices’ webinar series, which is a key programme of the national Transformation Committee. 
She has been integral in the development of the 2019/2020 and current Corobrik SAIA 
awards programme. Penny is a passionate and diligent member of staff, who can be relied 
upon to deliver efficiently on all aspects of her work.  

Link to Short Bio
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Oratile Mothoagae is a Pretoria based 
architect and filmmaker. He studied 

architecture at the University of 
Johannesburg in 2017 (BTech. Applied 

Design) and the Graduate School of 
Architecture in 2019 (MTech Prof). He 

worked as a candidate architect from 2016 
through 2020, when he finally registered as 

a professional architect. He is one of the 
directors of SSL Studios; a multi-disciplinary 

practice that focuses on film and 
architecture founded in 2019. 

Victor Mokaba is an architect and lecturer 
based in Pretoria. He graduated at the 

Tshwane University of Technology in 2015. 
He currently teaches at Tshwane University 
of Technology’s department of architecture 

and industrial design where he teaches 
design and construction at third year level 

and he is the third year architecture 
programme director. His career began at 

Mathews and Associates Architects in 
Pretoria and at dhk architects based in 

Johannesburg where he worked extensively 
on various projects ranging from commercial 
developments, high end residential projects 

and mixed-use developments. 

Link to Full Bio Link to Full Bio

5 Decades of Aziz Tayob | Poster

Sunday Times – Infrastructure 2022 | Link

5 Decades of Aziz Tayob | Trailor

5 Decades of Aziz Tayob | About
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JACQUIE CULLIS

SAIA OFFICE NEWS 

2021/2022 Corobrik SAIA Awards of Merit and Awards for Excellence

Since August 2022 with the appointment of the President, Amira Osman, SAIA’s office has 
been busy with the implementation of the monthly newsletter, SAIA Board activities, Practice 
and Transformation Committee activities, as well as the audit of the annual financial 
statements for the period 01 July 2021 – 30 June 2022 which will be presented online at the 
SAIA AGM on 08 December 2022.  

After a successful awards presentation of the 2019/2020 awards cycle, the preparations for 
the 2021/2022 awards programme are underway. 

SAIA has received 41 project submissions. We would like to thank the SAIA regions and 
architectural practices for responding to our call for project submissions. 

More details on the 2021/2022 adjudication panel and awards programme will be shared in 
the next newsletter issue. 

As one of the SAIA benefits and focus for Amira’s term of office, we are currently engaged in 
setting up the Interim Editorial Board (IEB) for the ArchSA and the Digest of South African 
Architecture. 

SAIA EXECUTIVE: TRANSFORMATION & MARKETING 

ZIVAI MAMUTSE

Zivai Mamutse is a Zimbabwean, born and bred in a backyard slum in a small town called 
Chegutu. He holds a Bachelor of Architecture from Tshwane University of Technology (TUT), 
Honours in Sociology and Masters in Development Studies (2012) both obtained from Fort 
Hare University. He went on to Study Architecture and is currently in the process of 
completing his Masters of Architecture (2023). 

Link to Short Bio

SAIA INTERIM EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Design District - 3rd Floor, Cnr Tyrwhitt Avenue & Keyes Avenue, Rosebank 
Postnet Suite, 128, Private Bag X31, Saxonwold, 2132
Tel: +27 11 782 1315 | admin@saia.org.za www.saia.org.za

SAIA Stakeholder Relations | Link 

18th International Exhibition in Venice | Link 

Arch Journal and Media Partnerships

SAIA is excited to announce our media partnership arrangement with Sunday Times - 
Infrastructure SA. Please see the link to the thought leadership piece by our President Amira 
Osman as well as an advertorial.  

Media Partnership

Reminder - CPD Renewals

Members who are due for SACAP CPD renewal are reminded that the submission deadline is 
31 December 2022. Members’ certificates for SAIA-validated CPD activities can be found in 
their profile on the SAIA e-portal. 

For CPD assistance please contact Marlene by email: cpd@saia.org.za and 
telephone at 011 782 1315. 

Click the below links to read more on SAIA operations. 

GIfA Regional Events | Link

GAUTENG INSTITUTE FOR ARCHITECTURE

SAVE THE 

DATE
SAIA 
Presidential 
Inauguration
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02 February 
2023

Click Image Above to see Animated Video

Image by : Emmanuel Nkambule

https://www.facebook.com/SaiaArchitects/
https://www.instagram.com/sainstituteofarchitects/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/saia-architects-27196b41/
https://twitter.com/saiaarchitects
https://saia.org.za/
https://saia.org.za/
mailto:admin%40saia.org.za?subject=
Tel: +27117821315
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/01_TUT_ada%20proposal.pdf
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/02_Emmanuel%20Nkambule%20Full%20Bio.pdf
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/04_Oratile%20Mothoagae%20Full%20Bio.pdf
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/03_Katlego%20Lebethe%20Full%20Bio.pdf
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/05_Victor%20Mokaba%20Full%20Bio.pdf
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/07_In%20Plain%20Sight-%205%20decades%20of%20Aziz%20Tayob.pdf
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/08_AZIZ%20TAYOB%20DOCUMENTARY%20FINAL%20POSTER.jpg
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/09_AZIZ%20TRAILOR.mp4
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/10_IPS%202022%20-%20000%20-%20Series%20Poster%20(DIGITAL%20USE%20ONLY).jpg
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/11_Penelope%20Sebe%20Full%20Bio%20(Updated).pdf
https://issuu.com/sundaytimesza/docs/infrastructure.11.2022
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/12_18th%20International%20Exhibition%20in%20Venice.pdf
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/13_SAIA%20Stakeholder%20Relations.pdf
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/14_SAIAshare%2019%20-%20SAIA%20newsflash%20-%20221117.pdf
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/14_SAIAshare%2019%20-%20SAIA%20newsflash%20-%20221117.pdf
https://www.gifa.org.za/event-details/linework-drawing-workshops-architecture-musical-rhythm-03-december-2022
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/_Zivai%20Mamutse%20Full%20Bio.pdf
https://youtu.be/uguPsj_PA9w
https://youtu.be/uguPsj_PA9w
mailto:cpd%40saia.org.za?subject=
Tel: 0117821315
https://www.safintra.co.za/
https://www.tut.ac.za/
https://www.pia.org.za/
https://cifa-student-portal-af55c101a5a6a1e1986.webflow.io/
https://www.pia.org.za/
https://saia.org.za/newsletter/images/06_About%20In%20Plain%20Sight.pdf

